| DESCRIPTION: The Blanding’s fturtle (Emydoidea

BLANDING S blandingii) is a medium sized turtle with a smooth,

dark, and moderately domed shell. The blackish

shell is typically marked with scattered flecks and

TU RTLE streaks that can range from tan to yellow in color.

The bottom of the turtle’s shell (plastron) is yellow-

ish and marked with darkened blotches along the

edge of each section (scute). A hinge is present on

the plasfron. Another distinguishing characteristic

of the Blanding’s turtle is its distinct yellow chin and

throat, which can be observed when the turtle’s

head is extended. Adults commonly reach lengths
of 6 to 8 inches.

Fragmentation and loss

of wetland habitats has STATUS: The continuous range of the Blanding's turtle

; extends from west-central Nebraska eastward into
lead fo the population the Great Lakes Region to southwestern Quebec
decline of the Blanding’s and sections of western New York and Pennsylvania.

turtle. Adults moving be-
ftween wetlands, and
females seeking nesting
sites, are vulnerable to
road mortality. Conser-
vation and manage-
ment plans should ad-
dress maintaining suffi-
cient habitat both in and
around ecosystems.
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Disjunct populations occur in the northern New Eng-
land states and in Nova Scotia. Blanding’s turtles are
is a state uncommon in Indiana and are found primarily in the

The Blanding’s turtle

northern third of the state, with a few isolated records
from the central portion of the state. They are cur-
rently listed as an endangered species in Indiana.

endangered species.

HABITAT: Blanding’s turtles prefer shallow, quiet wa-
tfers and may be found in ponds, swamps, weedy
marshes, sloughs, and backwaters of lakes.

DIET: Food items of the Blanding’s turtle are usually
eaten underwater and include crustaceans (espe-
cially crayfish), insects, snails, small fish, tfadpoles,
leeches, and plant material.

REPRODUCTION: Mating typically takes place in the

spring, but may occur during the summer and into

Dept. of Natural Resources the fall. Females lay their eggs around June, and may
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Hatchlings emerge around August or early Sep-
tember. Sexual maturity is reached at about 14
to 17 years of age.

LIFESPAN: Blanding’s turtles have been docu-
mented to live up to 70 years or more.

BEHAVIOR: Blanding’s turtles are primarily
aquatic, but may venture onto land in search
for another pond or marsh. On cool cloudless
days these turtles may be seen basking on logs
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or other emergent objects in wetlands. During
the summer’s heat Blanding’s furtles shift their
activities to morning and evening hours, and
may even burrow into the mud and aestivate in
the event that their habitat dries up. Blanding’s
turtles are not aggressive toward humans and
rarely bite when handled.

PREDATORS: There are very few predators of
adult Blanding’s turtles, but raccoons, snakes,
wading birds, and fish may consume juveniles
and hatchlings. Eggs are taken by raccoons,
skunks, and foxes.

CAUSES OF DECLINE: The destruction of suitable
habitat and road mortality are probably two
of the more significant factors owing to the
decline in Blanding’s furtle populations.

MANAGEMENT: Habitat preservation is an im-
portant issue relating fo the conservation of
Blanding’s furtles. This includes the preservation
of wetland habitats as well as ferrestrial nesting
sites and movement corridors in between. The
nesting habifs of Blanding’s turtles should be
considered when consfructing roadways near
wetland habitats where Blanding’s turtles may
currently live.
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